Week Ending Friday, March 3, 2006

Proclamation 7982—American Red
Cross Month, 2006

February 24, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Throughout our Nation’s history, Ameri-
cans have worked together to care for those
in need. The work of the American Red
Cross exemplifies this tradition and reflects
the good heart of our country. This year dur-
ing American Red Cross Month, we recog-
nize this organization for its 125 years of
faithful service to our Nation and for its con-
tinued mission to help those in need at home
and abroad.

Since Clara Barton founded the organiza-
tion in 1881, the American Red Cross has
offered aid and disaster relief to millions of
individuals. From conducting blood drives
and arranging family communications and
other forms of support for our troops to pro-
viding relief for victims of natural disasters,
the American Red Cross carries out emer-
gency response around the globe. Local
chapters help American communities re-
spond to regional catastrophes and promote
emergency preparedness with American Red
Cross First Aid and CPR courses. Members
of these chapters serve their communities by
visiting  homebound seniors, mentoring
youth, distributing hot lunches, volunteering
at homeless shelters, and offering transitional
housing. They also educate young people on
violence and substance abuse prevention and
help in hospitals and nursing homes.

In 2005, a devastating hurricane season
left millions displaced and homeless. The
American Red Cross network of more than
800 chapters and thousands of volunteers
provided food, shelter, counseling, and care

to more than a million Gulf Coast families.
Working in coordination with the Inter-
national Red Cross and Red Crescent Move-
ment, the American Red Cross has also as-
sisted with relief efforts for victims of hurri-
canes and landslides in Latin America and
the recent earthquake in South Asia.

By donating their time and energy to self-
lessly serve others, American Red Cross vol-
unteers demonstrate the compassion and
generosity for which Americans are known.
Their service paves the way to a brighter fu-
ture for our citizens and people around the
world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim March
2006 as American Red Cross Month. I com-
mend the good work of the American Red
Cross, and I encourage all Americans to con-
tinue to help the recovery efforts in the Gulf
Coast region and around the world through
volunteering their time, energy, and talents
for others.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 1. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.
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Proclamation 7983—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 2006

February 24, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The histories of Ireland and the United
States are deeply intertwined. For genera-
tions, the sons and daughters of Ireland have
come to America with a spirit of determina-
tion and optimism that has strengthened our
Nation’s character and enriched our history.
During Irish-American Heritage Month, we
celebrate Irish Americans and the significant
contributions they have made to our Nation.

During the Great Potato Famine of the
19th century, approximately 1 million Irish
came to America. And over the last 150 years,
millions more have come from Ireland to the
United States. In this country, Irish Ameri-
cans have ably served in their communities,
in the government, and in the Armed Forces.
They have achieved great success in all walks
of life. Actress Grace Kelly entertained us
and influenced our culture; industrialist
Henry Ford transformed factory production
and transportation; and President Ronald
Reagan dedicated himself to the spread of
peace, liberty, and democracy, helping to
change our country and the world.

This month, we recognize the proud his-
tory and many accomplishments of Irish
Americans. Our Nation is grateful for the
role they have played in defending and re-
newing the ideals that we cherish. Their hard
work, firm values, and strong faith have made
our Nation a better place.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2006 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. T call upon
all Americans to observe this month by cele-
brating the contributions of Irish Americans
to our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand six,
and of the Independence of the United

Feb. 24 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 1. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Interview With Doordarshan of
India

February 24, 2006

India-U.S. Relations

Q. Well, Mr. President, how is your strat-
egy partnership with India is going to shape
up during the forthcoming visit?

The President. Well, first of all, our stra-
tegic partnership had a great start, or a great
impetus, when your Prime Minister came to
visit here in Washington. We had a wonder-
ful visit. And one of the important things
about diplomacy is to get to know your coun-
terpart. And I got to know the Prime Min-
ister and admire him as really a decent fellow
who is smart and capable.

And this visit will help foster not only the
personal relationship, though, but a strategic
partnership that is growing all the time. And
it’s one that is very important for the Amer-
ican people, and I think, the people of India.
This relationship between the United States
and India can produce good results for our
people but also will enable us to achieve
some international objectives as well.

Civilian Nuclear Power Program in India

Q. Well, in the context of excellent bilat-
eral relations, which you have just men-
tioned, I think, what’s your take on the civil-
ian nuclear program?

The President. Well, it's a tough issue.
It's a tough issue for the Prime Minister; I
understand that, and it’s a tough issue for
me. I knew it was going to be a hard issue,
because we have to convince—both of us
have to convince our respective people it’s
in the interest to have a civilian nuclear pro-
gram supported by the United States and

India, as well as a civilian nuclear program



